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SERMON I. 


The Lordſhip of @:rnis7 conſidered nt 
general, with its extent both to the Dead 
and Living. 


WA, WAN e. „ Wy, WW, 21. N ' 0”. 
TTT 


RO M. xiv. 9. 


For to this end Cunlsr both died, and roſe, and 


revived, that he might be Lo x both of the 
Dead and Living. = 


E Death of one Miniſter after another 
from this Lecture, and the appearance 
of others to fill up their Places, ma 

probably occaſion your thinking bot 

of thoſe that were, and thoſe that are 
employed in this Service. If upon the 
preſent or any like occaſion, your thoughts are thus en- 
paged, it cannot be improper to requeſt that you will 
ook yet further and higher; namely, to him whom 
our Text deſcribes as Lord both of the Dead and 


Living. 
Fg A 2 Good 
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; Good Men deceas'd, and they that ſurvive, are till 
in the ſame Family. * For of our Loxp Jeſus Chriſt the 
whole Family in Heaven and Earth is named. They, 
and we, are flill Domeſticks of the ſame Houſhold, 
and under the Government and in the Service of the 
| fame common Lorgyd. | 

This Lon made the Deceaſed what they were when 
oh Earth, and he makes them what they now are in 
the Heavens, and he ordered their remove from one 
world to the other. Ir is from him alſo that we who 


ſurvive receive our orders and furniture, and have our 


ſtations for ſervice and trial aſſigned to us, till we 
have reach'd the bounds he has ſer, and then we muſt 
go to them, but they muſt mt return to us. Thus it 
will continue to be, till at laſt all ſhall meet together 


in one great aſſembly, and the Loxp will take account 


of his Servants, and will give to every one according 
to his works. Then thoſe Servants that had zo Ta- 
tents ſhall be received into the Joy of their Lomb, as 
well as thoſe that had five, if they are found propor- 
tionably careful to improve them. | 

E in the mean time, CHRIST will never want proper 
inſtruments to carry on his gracious and wiſe deſigns 
in the world. He can furniſh ſuitably to the times 
and places in which he calls men to act; only this he 
will have us to know, that the excellency of the power 
© 3s of him. Both lives and hearts are in his hand. Our 
attendance here would not be in vain this day, could 
we pain a lively and laſting ſenſe of this. We ſhould 


then continually revere the dread Sovereign of life - 


and death; and, let our Lorp ſend by whom he will 
end, we ſhould fix our hope and expectation upon 
im, who is the wiſe and faithful Diſpenſer of all gra- 
ces, and bleſſings, from one Generation to another, and 
from one world to another. With this view it is that 
I ſhall now enlarge on the words read : Words, that 
if duly conſidered tend to promote Peace on Earth, as 


| well as Glory to him that reigns in the highe/s. 
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You will obſerve from the Context, how ear 
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fault it was in the Chriſtian Church, for ſome Men to 
judge the conſciences and conduct of others in things 
doubtful; and to endanger the State, or reject the Per- 
ſons of weal Chriſtians by raiſing needleſs diſputations. 
Therefore they are required (in the iſt verſe of this 
Chapter) to receive him that is weak in the Faith, but 
= - diſputations; or, not to judge his doubtful 
Thoughts. | 


pon this the Apoſtle expoſtulates with his Re- 


mans (V. 4.) Who art thou, that judgeſt another Man's 
Servant? Look into thy ſelf, and ſtudy well this Que- 
ſtion, M bo art thou? A Queſtion that would find 
thee work enough at home, (it thou world}; diligently 
conſider it, — faithfully anſwer it) ſo that thou 
wouldſt have little time, and leſs inclination, to take 
upon thee the management of thy Brother's conſcience, 
and the directing of affairs abroad where thou haſt no 


right to order and determine matters. Think alſo of 
thy Station: Thou art a Servant as well as him thou 


judgeſt, and it is to his Maſter that he is accountable, 
not to thee who art a fellow- ſervant with him. 
He that owns CHRIST as Maſter, and keeps in his 


Family, and obeys his Commands, ought not to be 


judg'd or cenſur'd merely for his refuſing to fall in 
with his fellow-ſervants in ſome things, which of their 
own heads they may deviſe and conjecture, or which 


they ſee fit to do. It is therefore to act all out of 
character, and out of place, for any one to judge ano» | 


ther Man's ſervant. To his own Maſter he ſtandeth or 


falleth : yea, he ſhall be holden up. Obſerve this careful- 
ly: Perhaps he ſhall be holden up in that very thing 


or which thou judgeſt him; or he ſhall be brought to 


ter than by any of thy cenſures, and the wrathful mea- 


ſures thou art for taking with him; or, he may be 


ly a Y 


| ſee his miſtake by means that Go p will uſe, much bet- | 


accepted and pardoned of Go at laſt, tho' he ſhould | 


be 


j 
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be miſtaken, if he be ſincere and upright in heart. For, 
it is added, Gop 7s able to make him ſtand. 

Beſide z it ought well to be conſidered, that rhe 
Servant of CHRIST is not left to himſelf, or given 
ap to be at his own diſpoſal either in life or death. For 
none of us liveth to himſelf, and no Man dieth to himſelf. 
For whether we live, we live unto the Loxn; and whe- 
ther we die, we die unto the Logp z whether we live 
#herefore or die, we are the LokD's. A Chriſtian's Life 
Is a life of dedication to his Logp; and, according to 
that capacity and grace which is beſtowed upon him, 
tis a life ſpent and conducted as his Lord wills. His 
+ Death alfo, with every thing important that relates to 
ir is directed by his Loxp: He is ſubject to one and 
| the ſame dominion and government living and dying. 
This Dominion is entirely committed to Je SUS 
Ennis r. The way by which he acquir'd it, is de- 


| Clared to us in the Text. We find from other paſſa - 


ges of Scripture, that every part of our Saviour's life 

and ſufferings, had a particular end and reaſon. *Tis 

therefore ſaid, he was delivered for our offences, and he 

© roſe for our juſtification, and he became the firſt fruits 

| of them that ſlept, and the like. But here it is re- 

| corded that there was one great and common end of all, 

to which we ought to have a principal regard. For 10 

this end CurisT both died, and roſe, and revived, that 

be might be LorD both of the dead and living. 

Let us therefore enquire, 

I. What we are to know and believe concerning 

the Lordſhip of CurisT in general? 

II. In what reſpects he is ſaid to be Lon both 
of the dead and living? x 

III. How this Lordſhip and Dominion was obtain'd 

| and acquir'd ? 

IV. The Reaſons of a Lordſhip being thus founded 

and conſtitured. _ 

The two firſt of theſe Queries may be enlarged on 

at preſent; the other two muſt be relerved to another 

| opportunity ; the Application will be at the cloſe of each 


Diſcourſe. 


I, Let 
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I. Let us enquire what we are to know and believe 
concerning the Lordſbip of Chnisr in general. | 
Our Saviour himſelf ſpeaking of this, tells his Diſ- 
ciples, that * All power was given to him in Heaven and 
in Earth. St. Peter ſpeaking of him, ſays, T he is 
Lon of ALL. And St. Paul deſcribing this Domi- 
nion of CHRIST, repreſents him |. as ſeated FAR ABOVE 
all principality and power, and might and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this world, but 
alſo in that which. is to come, having all things put under 
bis feet. 

7 Son of Gop, he is Lord of the Univerſe. He 
gives Law to Angels, lays reins upon Devils, and hath 
power over all Fleſb. All the works of Gop, all Orea- 
tures animate and inanimate, are Subjects of the King- 
dom of CyrisrT in this extenſive notion of ir. Hence 
it is obſerved (by Biſhop Pear/on) © not only that 
„ Cuxisr is Logp, but that this title doth ſo properly 
„ belong to him, that THE Loxp alone, abſolutely ? 
ce taken, is frequently uſed by the Evangeliſts and A- 
& poſtles determinately for CHRIST; inſomuch that 
c“ the Angels obſerve that diale&, Come ſee the place 
« where THE LoRD lay.“ That Author has plainly and 
fully proved, that the original JEHovan was ſpoken of 
Cnnisr by the holy Prophets, and was underſtood of 
their ape by the Jews ; with reſpect to which the 
Title of Lord is attributed to CHRIST by the Apoſtles, 
as the uſual interpretation of the Old Teftament Jena 
VAN. It therefore undoubtedly follows, that thoſe de- 
ſcriptions which are given us of the dominion and go- 
vernment of JeHovan, may be applied to Curr, MW 
and do truly belong to him. So that the Lordſhip of 8 
Cnrisr thus conſidered is boundleſs and endleſs: He 
is over all Gop bleſſed for ever. This is called by Di- 
vines the natural Kingdom of Cunisr: He, being the 


— 


_ 


. 


„ Matth. xxviii. 18, F Acts x. 36. 
I Epbei. i. 21, 22, 
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only Son of Gop muſt of neceſſity be Heir and Lonp 
of all in his Father's houſe. 


But that dominion the Tear ſpeaks of, is what our 


ſyſtems of Divinity call Oeconomical. It is a Lordſhip 
here deſcribed as the fruit of CHRIST's Death, and Re- 


ſurrection, and therefore muſt be meant of his media- 
Forial Kingdom. This Kingdom or ;Lordſhip may be 
divided, for order ſake, into three great Provinces, with 


reſpect to which Curist takes, and acts under, different 


F Titles. 


The fir: and chief Province is Heaven. There this 
Loxp hath his court and reſidence : And with reſpe& 
to that Province he bears the title of the Lorp or 


GLory. | 
In thoſe happy Regions he is perfectly honoured and 


| "obeyed. His Right to govern is there univerſally ac- 
knowledged. No Infidel is there to diſpute his right, 
or cavil againſt it, as is the caſe with many in our 


world. All his Orders are joyfully executed : No falſe 


| Profeſſor calling him Lonxp without doing bis will, as is 

F too common amongſt us. There are no perverſe dif- 

| -orderly actings or aſſumings; but every ſubject of that 

| kingdom above, knows his place, and keeps in it, and 
| acts becoming it. 


There is no Sin, nothing to defile no more than to 


F offend, in all that populous and peaceful Province. 
Throughout thoſe realms of light, all are pure, and 
without ſpot; that is, either 2 and indefectibly 
Holy, or graciouſly made ſo. A 


and conſummate bliſs. ; 
The extent of this Province none can deſcribe. It 


is repreſented as conſiſting of many manſions; and in- 
* cluding various ranks of beings; and thrones and crowns 


innumerable are ſaid to be in the gift of this great 


Lord of Heaven. St. Paul ſpeaks of a I crown laid up, 
not only for him, but for ALL them that love the appear- 


ing of the righteous Judge. 


— — — — — ——— 
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| The ſecond Province of the Mediatorial Kingdom 
and Lordſhip, is, the vifble Cuurcn. 

However profane men may jeſt with this, Cygisr 


has a regard to it as no mean part of his Dominion, 
He therefore bears the title of Heap or THE CHURCH, 


er 


including both the viſible and inviſible part of it. 


Ambitious men may ſer up themſelves for Lawgivers 
and Judges in the Church of CHRIST; and the powers 
of this earth may conſpire, to make unto themſelves a 
Head, of what they call the Church; and may pretend 
to fix terms of Communion, by altering or adding to 


the Doctrines and Inſtitutions of CHRIS TH; but to thoſe 


that truly believe in the LoxD I xsus, there can be no 
other Head, Lawgiver, King, or Judge in and over his 
Church, but himſelf. 

This part of Cur1sT's Lordſhip is called the King- 


dom of Grace : That before mention'd 1s called the 
Kingdom of Glory. And ſhall not he, who is All in All 


to thoſe that are in the Kingdom of Glory above, be 
eſteem'd as All in All to the Subjects of the Kingdom of 
Grace here below? 
The Extent of this lower Province, is, to Al Chri- 
ian People, that are ſcattered over the face of the whole 
arth. It takes in All that are included in that expreſs 
ſion of our Creed, the Holy Catholic Church. That is, 
All who are made really holy now, and ſhall be perfeF#ly 
holy hereafter, by the Grace and Power of CHRIST, 
diſperſed thro' all Nations, and in all parts of the earth, 
and of all ages, orders and conditions amongſt men. 
We ſhould therefore have a very awful concern upon 
our minds, not to narrow and leſſen this Province of cur 
Redeemer, by confining his Church to this or the other 


Party, and perſuaſion among Chriſtians. All thoſe 
Churches that hold the eſſentials of Faith, and Mor- 


ſhip, and a Holy Life (and what theſe eſſentials are, the 
word of Gop alone muſt determine,) are undoubtedly 
parts of the Catholick Church, tho there may bea great 


deal of wood, and hay, and * which ſhall be burnt 
| | a 10% 
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up, that is now built upon the true and only foundation à. 
Thus extenſive is the Empire of CHRISTH in this Pro- 
vince, or part of it, the viſble Church. 


The third Province of the Mediator's Lordſhip, ex- 
tends to All Creatures and Perſons without the Church, 
for the increaſe and benefit of it. 

With reſpect to this Province, CHRIs e bears the title of 
RING or KINGS, and LoRD or Lorp's : And alſo that 
other title, HEaD oVERALL THINGS To THE CHURCH. 

He is, in his mediatorial capacity, head overall earth- 
ly Potentates, and heavenly Thrones and Dominions 
too; and over all things, lo far as is neceſſary to make 
them an occaſion of enlarging his Church, or a means 
of ſupporting and defending it, or of bringing the members 
of it to Glory; in all ſhewing forth his perfections and 
excellencies as Mediator. 

All thoſe things enumerated by St. Paul, that are 
not able to ſeparate from the Love of Gop in CHRIST, 
muſt needs be ſubject to this Lorp, or otherwiſe he 
could not make the Chriſtian triumph over them. 
＋ Death, in all its forms, with all its cauſes and conſe- 
quences, is under his Dominion. And fo 1s Life, with 
all its advantages, or ſufferings, its labours or trials. His 
Lordſhip alſo extends to Angels, Principalities and Pow- 
ers; to things preſent, and things future. It reaches to the 
heights of advancement and proſperity; to the depths 
of debaſement and adverſity ; and in one word, to every 
thing that exiſts, ſo far as his own Honour is concerned, 
or the good of his Church may be promoted, or the final 
Salvation of any of his faithful Diſciples and Members 
is to be effected and brought about. This is expreſs'd 
in very extenſive terms in one of the Epiſtles to the Co- 
rinthians \. Whether Paul, or Apollo, or Cephas, or the 
world, or life, or death, or things preſent, or things to come, 
all are your's, and ye are Chriſt's and Chriſt is Gon's. 
Thus much we are to know and believe concerning the 
| Lordſhip of CaurisrT in general. | 
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1 Cor. iii. 12, 13. | + Rom. viii. 38. + 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23. 


II. Let 
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II. Let us next enquire, in what reſpefts CHRIST is 
faid to be LorD both of the dead and living ? 

The Dominion of ChRISsH might be confidered 
with reference to theſe diſtinfly, as in ſome reſpects he 
is LorD of the living, and in other reſpeQs Lord of 
the dead. Burt it would carry me e . the time now 
allowed, to ſpeak of the ſeveral inſtances of CHRISsT's 
exerciſing his kingly Power and Authority, over this 
world and the world invi/ible, as they are under different 
laws and appointments. I ſhall therefore anſwer this 
enquiry more briefly, by mentioning ſome particulars 
in which both may be included and ſet together. 


1. CHRIST is Lon both of the dead and living, as 
it is by his orders that we enter the ſlate of life, and the 
ſlate of death. 

He admits both into the viſible, and the inviſible 
world, at his pleaſure. He is the Prince and Lord of 
life, and he has the keys of hell and death. 

He is the Author and Giver of lie, both natural, and 
ſpiritual. It is not by chance, or by human contriv- 
ance that we come into this ſtate of exiſtence, bur by 
the * order of Heaven. Without CurisT is not any thing 
made, that is made. Neither is it by the f will of man, 
or by the will of the fleſh, that we are made alive unto 
Gop; but of his own will, ſays St. James I, begat he 
us by the word of truth. His word both commands us 
into being, and gives /ife ro our Souls, tho' in a diffe- 
rent way, and under different conſiderations. 

In like manner, that is by rule and edict, men die out 
of our world; and they are admitted into the next 
world according to the appointment of CHRIST. He 
hath the key, and opens the door into eternity, and all 
muſt obey his ſummons. He told Peter + particularly, 
by what death he ſhould glorify Gon. And a little be- 


— 
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* 2 Macc. vii. 22. + John i. 13. + Jam. i. 18, 
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+ Joh. xxi. 19. 


612) 

fore our Text it is ſaid, that no man dieth to himſelf. 
When, and where, and how the Chriſtian ſhall cloſe 

his life, is ordered by CHñRISH, fo as to ſerve the pur- 
| poſes of his Kingdom and Government. When he 
lays, it is finiſhed, we muſt bow the head, and yield up 
the Ghoſt, as our Lorp himſelf did. 

Thus, living at his command, and by his power; 
and then ing at his order and appointment, he may 
well be termed LonD both of the dead and living. 


2. His Go/pel is the great inſtrument of peace, and 
rule of life, to the living; and it is the great inſtrument 
of Salvation, and Rule of Judgment, to the dead. 

Our Goſpel is called the Goſpel of JzsUs Curisr, 
not only as he is the chief Subject of it, the principal 
thing it ſets before us, bur as he is the Author and Giver 
of it. From him it receives all its power, and by him it 
is ordered in its whole courſe from one part of the 
world to another. Tis this Goſpel that is the cove- 
nant of peace into which Gop has entred with men, 
and it is confirmed in the hands of a Mediator; * Jesvs 
the Mediator of the new Covenant. It is alſo the great in- 
ſtrument of peace among} men, were it uſed right, as 
well as of peace with Gop. | 

Wherever the Light of this Goſpel ſhines, it is the 
gift of CarisT as LorD: And 'tis he, that alſo re- 
moves the candleftick ont of its place. He muſt therefore 
be LoxrDp of all that live by this Goſpel, and under the 
influences of it, ſince it derives all its power and effica- 
cy from him, and is given or taben away by him alone. 

Farther ; where this Goſpel is received as it ought 
to be, it will bring men to live according to it. Their 
actions, words, and thoughts, their tempers, and con- 


| ſciences, muſt be ruled and guided by it. To the di- 


rection of this royal law ot CuRisr's Kingdom we 


give up our ſelves, by the folemn covenanting Rites 


of Baptiſm, and the holy Communion. Baptiſm is ap- 
pointed as an zzliting initiating rite, and the other Sa- 

— — — — —ẽ¼ — 5 
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crament as a confirming eſtabliſhing ſeal of our relation 
to Cur1sT, under the character of Subjects and Diſs 
ciples. And the Goſpel Miniſtry is appointed for this 
very end, that we ſhould preach not * our ſelves, but 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lond. There are various gifts and 
differences of adminiſtrations, but the ſame Lo RBD. 
By all theſe things we are to be brought into ſubjec- 
tion to the Goſpel of CHRIS, and are built up in the 
Faith of it and Obedience to it, walking according to 
this Rule at all times and in all things. 

On the other hand, if we look to the dead, the ſame 
Goſpel is the great inſtrument of their ſalvation, and 
their rule of judgment. Ir is by means of this, that 
the dead find mercy and acceptance with Gop, as th 
have believed and obeyed it, and not otherwiſe. Ir 18 
according to this that all muſt be zudged, and receive 
their final ſentence at the tribunal of CHRIST. Very 
expreſs and numerous are the places of Scripture that 
ſpeak to this purpoſe, with which, I hope, none here 
are unacquainted. 

The Goſpel of CRI thus conſidered, declares him 
to be Lox both of the living and the dead. It is the 
great inſtrument by which all affairs are managed be- 
twixt Gop and Man; by which the Spirits of men 
alſo, and their conduct toward one another, muſt be 
guided and regulated; and according to which all 
things in the Church of CurisT are to be ordered and 
done. And then, it is the foundation of all thoſe pleas 
by which the dead obtain mercy, and according to this 
all proceedings will be in the laſt general judgment. 
The living muſt order their lives, and the dead receive 


their ſentence, by one and the ſame rule. In the mean 
time, ; 


3. The improvement and ſupport of life is wholly from 
Curtis, and the dead are laid up with bim, and com- 
mitted to his cuſtody and care. | 


It is by CuRIsT alone that we have acce/5 unto 


—— 


2 Cor.iv.5, + 1 Cor, xii. 5. 
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the Father, and to that grace in which we ſtand. We 
could nor, in our beſt ftate, make immediate and di- 


rect approaches to the Deity without a Mediator. In- 


sus CHRIST has made atonement; and he makes inter- 
ceſſion; and he ſends the holy Spinir as the grand Ex- 
ecutor of his laſt Will and Teſtament, to carry on his 
_ deſigns in ſanctifying, ſtrengthning, and com- 
rting ſouls. | 
Every thing is now to be tranſacted with Gop, in 


| and through the mediation of Jesus CHRIST. All the 


graces and helps we enjoy, and all the bleſſings we re- 
ceive, come for his ſake. And all the ſacrifices and 
ſervices that are offered unto Gop, are acceptable only 
on the account of his merit and recommendation. 


Hence it is that St. Paul tells the Coloſſians, * whatever 


they do in word or deed, all muſt be done in the name of 
the Lord JESsuSs. And in another place the ſame A- 
poſtle ſays, I live, yet not I, but CHRIST liveth in me. 
By his grace I am what I am. 

How juſtly is Caxzisr ſtiled, on theſe accounts, the 


{ Lorp of the living; as it is by his aids and in his 


name that we muſt do all things; and as the Father 


| has committed all to the Son, and he gives life to whom 


he will; and the beſt cannot ſay, hey live, ſo properly 
as they can ſay, that CHRIST Iiveth in them? 

Again; if we ſpeak of the dead, they are commit- 
ted to the cuſtody and care of CHRIST, and are laid 
ap with him. He watches over the ſleeping duſt, and 
that very duſt is precious in his fight. He alſo orders 
departed Spirits to the place appointed for them; and 
he cannot miſtake their claim, or the ſtation to which 
they are ſuited. He prepares the manſions in his Fa- 
ther's houſe, and he puts thoſe into poſeſſion of them 
for whom they are deſigned. Hence it is that he tells 
the Penitent on the Croſs, how he ſhould be diſpoſed 


of after death, and where he ſhould be. This he made 
| known to that dying malefactor, in anſwer to a moſt 
amazing requeſt. It was defired, that he who was 


——— 


2 Col. ili. 17. 
now 


(5) 
now expiring on a Croſs, would be mindful of a poor ſuſ- 
fering, but believing criminal, when heſhould come into 
his kingdom. The anſwer was ſuch as evidently ſhew'd, 
that CHRIST had a kingdom in the unſeen world, and 

ower to diſpoſe of ſeparate ſouls there, as well as a 
9 — over them whilſt living on this earth. * Ix- 
SUS ſaid unto him, verily I ſay unto thee, to day 
ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe. In full aſſurance 
of this power of ChRISsT, Stephen pray'd, I Lon 
Ixsus receive my Spirit. And the Apoſtle 4 Paul deſi- 
red to depart, and to be with CHRIST. From whence 
it is manifeſt that the ſouls of good men do not onl 
depart from their bodies at death, but they are wit 
CHrisT, and with him as their LoxR D. It is better, 
far better, _ the Text laſt quoted, to be with CHRIST, 


than to abide in the fleſh. Therefore they do not only | 


live and act with CHRIST, and under him, having the 
ſame faculties and conſciouſneſs that they now have m 
the body; but they ſhall employ themſelves much bet- 
ter, and their ſtate and their enjoyments will be much 
better than at preſent. All which being with Carist, 
it is implied that they are under his direction, in his 
preſence, in his palace, to be and to do juſt as he orders. 

How fitly, then, is CRRISH ſaid to be Lok of the 
dead, as well as the living, ſince they are lodg'd with 
him, and intirely under his care and conduct ? 


4. CarisT is Lord both of the dead and living as 
the reſtoration of life, and the utter deſtruction of death 
at laſt, are both from him. 

He quictens whom he will, and is become the author 
of eternal life to all them that obey him. By ſerting 
this life and immortality in a clear light, he now go- 
verns the thoughts, and directs the aims and intentions 
of men, and has a mighty, influence upon their acti- 
ons. By this means he has a power over them, in ex- 
Citing to good actions, and reſtraining from many evils 
and diſorders; and when that eternal Fife is attain'd, he 


— 
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| is Lord of thoſe that inhabit the reg ions of eternity, 
as well as of thoſe who dwell in houſes of clay. 


Again; Cunrisr is Logp of the dead, as he appoints 
their riſing out of that ſtate and condition; he L. 
the chains and fetters of death, and ſets good men out 
of the reach of it for ever: So CHRIST told the Jes, 
that * the hour is coming, in which all that are in the graves 
Pall hear the voice of Son of Go, and ſhall come forth; 
they that have done good unto the reſurrection of life, and 
they that have done evil unto the reſurrection of damna- 
ion. After this, he ſets new bounds and limits to the 
"= of death and hell, beyond which they cannot 
pals. This is very movingly reprefented in the book of 
Revelation, And the ſea gave up the dead which were 
in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were 
in them; and they were judged every man according to 
their works, and death and hell were caſt into the ke of 


fire: This is the ſecond death. Thus far goes the medi- 


atorial Kingdom and Dominion of CHRIST, as he is 
ſaid to be Lon both of the dead and living.. 


I ſhall now ſpend the remainder of this hour in 
making ſome APPLICATION of what has been faid. 


1. How great is the ſin and folly of thoſe, that re- 


' proach and diſhonour this Lokd. By how much the 


more the Dominion of CHRIST is above all others, ſo 
much the more ſhameful and abominable is every in- 
ſtance of reproach caſt upon him. To deſpiſe the juſt 
authority, and revile and oppoſe the perſon and go- 
vernment of an earthly Prince, is accounted a very 
grievous crime, and expoſes men to {ſevere and infa- 
mous puniſhments. But how much more grievous is 
the folly and wickedneſs of thoſe, that caſt contempt 
upon him, who is greater than all the kings of this 
earth put together? One would think that all ſhould 
be ready to take up ſuch words as thoſe of Jeremiah 


8 
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(17) 
the Prophet, * JYho would not fear thee, O King of 
nations? for to thee doth it appertain : (that thou 
ſhouldſt be rever'd above all others) foraſmuch as among 
all the wiſe men of the nations, and in all their kingdoms 
there is none like unto thee. # 

W hat dreadful condemnation muſt they bring upon 
themſelves, who bid defiance to the higheſt diſpleaſure 
i of him, that is Lox of both worlds? All that earth- 

ly powers can do, is, to kill the body; but this great 
xn, after the arreſt of death, is able to deſtroy both 
ſoul and body in hell. What folly then can equal this, 
if men would bur ſeriouſſy think of it, to live and die 
in a ſtate of infidelity and rebellion to that dread Sove- 
reign, in whoſe power they are both in life and after 
death ? N | | 
Little does the profane ſinner think what he is do- 
ing, when he makes light of CHRISH the great Judge 
1 of men and angels, the LogD of heaven, earth and 
hell. How awful is the conſideration of our taking 
ſuch a name, as the name of this great Logd upon us 
in our baptiſm, and in our profeſſion of the Chriſtian 
Religion? and how ſorry ſhould we be, that we have 
abted in any thing unbecoming that name we bear? 
How evil a thing is it in a trifling and thoughtleſs 
manner to take the name of this Lord in vain ? But 
to blaſpheme this worthy name, and caſt contempr 
on the perſon and government of CarisrT, this is 
| madneſs and folly beyond deſcription. He certainly 
knows, and records, every thing that ſuch rebels do and 
1 him; and he is able to do himſelf right; 
and the day haſtens when ＋ he will come with ten ibou- 
ſand of his ſaints, to execute judgment upon all,; and to 
convince the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds, which + 
with an impious ſpirit hey have committed, and of all 
their hard ſpeeches which ungodly ſinners have ſpoken a- 
gainſt him, All treaſonable words and actions againſt 
this mighty Sovereign, if not repented of, will riſe 
up in judgment againſt men, and throw them into a 
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conſuſion, under which they ſhall ſink ſor ever, when 


this Logp himſelf ſhall fit as Judge, and pr — 
ſentence upon them. 9 er 


2. We ſhould remember that CHRIST is Lon, 0 
the glory of Gob the Father. | 
Ibis is particularly mention'd by St. Paul, after 
one of the higheſt deſcriptions of CHRIST that we 
have in the Scripture. * ho being in the form of 


| Gop, thought it not robbery to be equal with Gob: But 


made himſelf of no reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a ſervant, and was made in the likeneſs of men: 
And being found in faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf, 
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
croſs. Wherefore Gon alſo hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is above every name + That at 
the name of Jesus every knee ſhould bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 
and that every tongue ſhould confeſs, that Ixsus CHRIST 
is LorD, to the glory of Gop the Father. 

It would certainly be to darken counſel, by words 
without knowledge, and to ſpeak very unadviſedly with 
our lips, if we ſhould ſuffer our ſelves to be tranſported: 
with ſuch a zeal for the honourof CHñRIsr, as to neg- 
lect or leſſen that honour which is due to his Father and: 


our Father, to his Gon and our Gop. We have great 
need of the guidance of the Spirit of truth and wiſdom, 
that we do not fall into dangerous errors on either 


hand. As we honour the Father ſo ſhould we ho- 


nour the Son, and whilſt we are concerned for the ho- 


nour of the Son, we ſhould carefully keep in mind the 


„ eu errand and aim of our bleſſed Saviour to glorify. 


is Father, and to honour him that ſent him. N 
It was obſerved to you in the former part of this 


|| diſcourſe, that when we ſpeak of CHRIST as Gop, his 


Dominion is abſolute and without end. He is JEnovan 


| the true Gop, the living Gor, and an everlaſting King. 


But when we ſpeak of him as an and as Mediator, his 


—_— 


* Phil, ii, 6.132 


Lordſhip 
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Lordſhip is acquired, and is appointed for a certain 
time to anſwer the great ends of redemption. Thus 
conſidered he acts with a delegated power and autho- 
rity; and after the reſurrection of the dead, when the 
wicked ſhall be condemned by him, and ſent ro their 
everlaſting priſon, and when the good are acquitted, 
and crowned, and received up to glory, then will the 
Mediator deliver #p' bis kingdom unto the Father, as the 
Apoſtle expreſly tells us in 1 Cor. xv. 24. 

It is added in that place (V. 28.) When all things 
ſhall be ſubdued unto him then ſhall the Son alſo himſelf 
be ſubject unto him, that put all things under him, that 
Gop may be all in all. Then ſhall the Son himſelf be 
ſubject, i. e. in ſome other manner than he is ſubject at 
preſent. He is now ſubject to the Father in his hol 
mediatorial adminiſtration, but then he ſhall be fabje 
ſo as to give up his mediatorial adminiſtration. That all 
power and dominion (as a noted writer * expreſſes it) 
may from thenceforth be immediately exerciſed by the 
Deity; 1.e. by Gop the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
To ſupport this explication it is obſerved, “ that there 
ce is a variation of the per/on, when the being all in all is 
ee ſpoken of. It is not ſaid, the Son ſhall be ſubje& to him 
& that did put all things under him, that HE may be 
« all in all, or that the Farmer may be all in a 


ce but that Gop may be all in all: Gop in the compleat ; 


& z0tion of that word, as including Father, Son, and Ho- 
«ly Ghoſt.” By being all in all is meant, © that the im- 
<« mediare will of Gop ſhall reign in all, and be the proxi- 
«© ate guide of all that bleſſed world, and there ſhall be 
«no mediate or mediatorial government betwixt him and 
cus, to exact our obedience, and convey to us his fa- 
“ yours and rewards : but that we ſhall render all our 


«duty immediately to him, and derive all our happineſs 


immediately from the Deity. | 

But we are not to think that the humanity of CRI 
(ſays that author) ſhall be any way depreſod or degraded 
by his delivering up his mediatorial kingdom. No: as 
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an Embaſſador after he is diſcharged of the burden of his 


embaſſy, doth {till retain the Honour and dignity of it; ſo 


the human nature of CHRIST, after he hath ſurrendred 
up its mediatorial dominion, ſhall ſtill remain as highly 
Exalted in honour, dignity and beatitude as ever: and An- 
gels and Saints ſhall for ever render to it the ſame reli- 
gious reſpect and veneration as they did before; for it 
Hall ſtill remain the chief feat and reſidence of the De- 
ity, and ſo Gop ſhall reign for ever in it, tho” affairs may 
not be in ſuch a manner adminiſtred by it, as now they 
are. In this reſpect the kingdom of CHRIS, with that 
of the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, will have no end. . 

When I have declared this to be, what I apprehend 
the true ſenſe of that difficult place of Scripture, you 
will give me leave to repeat it; that we are to conſider 
CHrIsT as Lond to the glory of the Father. He is now 
in his human nature made Lox of the dead and living, 
that by his government as Mediator he may bring men 
to the Father, and may rule them by his Father's laws, 
and according to his will; and when they are fitted for 
it, that he may preſent them to the Father, as thoſe 
that a holy Gop may delight in, and may admit to 
dwell in his immediate preſence and glory. 


3. Wemay learn from what has been ſaid, to honour 


 Curisr under thoſe titles and characters which he bears, 


according to the /everal provinces in which he rules. 
When we think of CarisT under the character of 


Lord of glory; weſhould learn to ſet his glories before us 


as the greateſt realities, and above all the glories of this 
world. As when our eyes are fix'd but for a moment up- 
on the Sun, this earth ſeems all darkneſs, and its brighteſt 
objects loſe their diſtinction. We ſhould conſider CHRIS 
alſo in all that glory, as managing for us, if we truly be- 
long to him. He is preparing manſions for his faithful ſer- 
vants, and interceding for them that bey may be with 
bim where he is; and he is continually ready to receive 
and welcome diſlodging ſouls to the inheritance of the 
Saints in light. St. Paul expects his crown from the hand 
of Cunisr, and teaches all that truly believe in him ſo 


to 


14 
to do. Tis the Loxp the righteous Judge that bot 
Jays up the crown of righteouſneſs for us, and gives it 
to us 

Again; when we think of CuRISHr under the charac- 
ter of Head of the Church, we ſhould look to him as go- 
. verning and managing things in this lower Province, thanx 
he may prepare ſouls, by the agency and miniſtry of his 
Spirit, and the means of grace, for his upper Province: 
And when they are prepared, ordering his Angels to ſee 
them ſafely conveyed from one to the other; over-ruling 
all publick calamities and trials, with all private afflicti- 
ons and deaths, to ſerve theſe great purpoſes. How dif- 
ferently ſhould we judge of every thing that befals men 
in this world, from what we commonly do, could we 
look upon all occurrences in this light? | 

Add to this, that when we conceive of CHRIST as 
Head of the Church, we ſhould be very fearful of in- 
yading any of his rights, or diſtruſting his care for his 

ople, however his cauſe and intereſt may ſeem to ſuf- 
er or be expoſed — men. He hath purchaſed the 
Church with his own blood; he reſides init as his body; 
he has given it clear, and full, and ſufficient doctrines 
and precepts to teach and guide it: As Gon he is alwa 
and every where preſent with it: and he will certain 
come at the time appointed, both to take account of his 
ſervants, and to puniſh his and their enemies: on him 
therefore ſhould we caſt all our care about his Church 
and intereſt. | 

To proceed; if we would have Curisr honoured 
as Head of the Church, we ſhould pray for the dai- 
ly enlargement of this Province of the Redeemer's 

mpire; and ſhould take care that we do nothing to 
narrow the limits of it, by making it leſs than it is at 
preſent, or hindering its farther extent. Tho” there 
may be differences among Chriſtians in their opinions 
concerning the formation, and government, of particular 
Churches and Societies; and tho' there may alſo be dif- 
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\- ferent ſentiments concerning the qualification of Mini- 


ers, or Members, for their being received into ſuch 


| 1 particular Churches; yer we ſhould agree in this, that 


thoſe who may differ from us, and from one another, 


may notwithſtanding belong to CurisrT, and be mem- 
bers of his Catholick Church. | 


I am very ſenſible, that the differences amongſt 
Chriſtian Societies are and may be ſuch, that thoſe 
of one way and of one communion, cannot without 
fin (i. e. not without going contrary to their own 
judgment) join ſtatedly with thoſe of another way, 
and fully comply with their terms of communion; 
but we ſhould ſtill hope the beſt concerning thoſe ſo- 
cieties that differ from us, whilſt they call on the 
name of the Log D J=svs Curisr their Lord and 
ours. I apprehend that none who attend the ſervice 
of this place will refuſe to go along with me in de- 
claring, that we hope to meet many of all denomina- 


lions of Chriſtians in the general aſſembly of the 


Church of CurisT at the end of the world: And 
many of thoſe with whom we dare not chooſe to 
have our lot at preſent, that yet we can rejoice to 
8 of ſeeing on the right hand of CHRIST at 
ry | 
- How pleaſing is the thought of ſuch a time, when 
underſtandings ſhall be enlightened, paſſions ſubdued, 
and all pride, and prejudice, and wiltul tranſgreſſion, 
and bodily imperfection, ſhall be removed to an eter- 
nal diſtance ? There is one thing not ſuddenly to be 
accounted for, but ſo it certainly is, that whilſt we 
are in theſe bodies, there are ſome different Turns in 
mens countenances, or in their bodily appearance, or 
in their manner of converſation and behaviour, that 
make them ſtrangely miſtake one another on ſome 
occaſions, and duet and diſlike one another, when 
yet their thoughts and deſigns perhaps are much the 
fame, or but very little different, if they were fully 
ſet to view. Hence, ſome have called bo- 
dies their diſguiſe, which being dropt and made more 
agreeable to their minds and ſpirits, as they _— 
rot 2 wnen 
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when they are raiſed ſpiritual bodies, then godd 
men will better know one another, and therefore more 
love and delight in one another, as well as in their Sa- 
viour and their God. ; | 

But to return from this digreſſion to the head I am 
upon: we ſhould learn to honour CHRIS under the 
character of Lord of Lords, and Head over all things 
to the Church, as well as Head on _ — _ 
This ſhould encourage us, againſt all the oppoſitions 
made to religion, by the Powers of this earth, or by 
the good or evil things that happen in the courſe of 
providence. The Lonn, I am ſpeaking of, ſaith of 
Cyrus that he is his ſervant; and like Cyrus, kings 
ſhall fulfil his pleaſure; or like Pharaoh, they ſhall 
prove his power. When he calls his people to ſerve: 
him, it is at the peril of the greateft Potentate that 
he refuſeth to let them go. ChRIS is ſo far Head over 
all things to the Church, that he can make the pro- 
ſperity and peacefulneſs of the times, to ſerve his 
cauſe and intereſt; or he can make the diviſions, 
troubles. and adverfities of the times to promote the 
good and the increaſe of his Church: And 'tis in his 
power to change the times and the ſeaſons. We ſhould 
not therefore be diſcouraged when human power or 
policy, or the courſe of things in the world, ſeem to 


make againſt the intereſt of a Redeemer, ſince al 


power 15 committed to him, for the ſake of his Church 
and people. *Fis true the Goſpel with its privileges 
may be driven from one part of the earth to another, 
and we ſhould dread it, and deprecate it as one of the: 
moſt grievous calamities that can befal a city or na- 
tion, for CurisT and the Goſpel thus to depart from 
it: But ſtill the Redecmer's glory ſhall fpread, and 
prevail among the children of men, and he muſt me 
till all things be put under him. 0117 0 


4. From what was ſaid we learn, that the dead are 


in a ſlate of order and government as well as the 
living. 


1 
They are expreſly ſaid to have a Lond as well as” 
| we, and the ſame Lorp with us. As therefore we 
are under his inſpection and influence, and at his 
will and command, ſo are they. Therefore the ſoul 
does not go into any inſenſible or unactive ſtate at 
death, nor does it go into a ſtate of confuſion no bo- 
dy knows how, or where; but it is tranſlated into a 
world of order and government, at the head of which 1 
our Redeemer fits as Lon D, known, and worſhip'd, 
and obey'd as ſuch ; for as he is Lok of the living, 
he is (aid to be Loxp of the dead. But it is a vaſt 
vantage, that thoſe who die in the Loxp are remov- 
ed from a ſtate of obedience and ſubjection here, 
to the immediate preſence and kingdom of CHRIST 
We above. They are indeed of the ſame family ſtill, (as 
vas hinted at firſt) but they are called up to a no- 
bler apartment, where the furniture is unſpeakably . 
& richer and more glorious than ours in this Jower ſtory. \ 
They have alſo much better company, all perfectly 
W wiſe and good; and they have much more delightful 
entertainments; and all their employments are ſuited 
to the ſociety and place in which they are. How - 
would the realizing apprehenſions of this, make us 
We cheerfully leave this world when Gop calls, and rejoice : 
in the happineſs of our departed friends, who are gone 
before us. 


WF. It will follow from what has been ſaid, that if 

ve expect to go to CyHrIST as our Lok at death, we 
muſt yield to bim as our Lord in life. : 
Rif we refuſe to own the bleſſed Jzsus as our Lon np 
vo, he will reject and diſclaim us hereafter. Thoſe 
enemies that would not have ChRIsr to reign over 

ben in this world, ſhall be brought forth in the 
Ss next world and ſain before bim . 5 


2 Luke xix. 27, | 
Laſtly, 
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Lash, We- ſhould look to CRRISs v under this 


eharacter, as finally ſubduing all his and our ene- 
mien. | | 

It is ſaid, that all his enemies ſhall be put under his 
feet; i. e. by his wiſdom and power they ſhall be 
ſunk into a ſtate of debaſement and contempt, as things 
trodden under foot are. The true Chriſtian therefore 
ſhould not be diſmayed at the ſtruggles and conteſts 
that may be occaſioned by fin, or Satan, or a wicked 
and enſnaring world : Since theſe are all enemies to 
CHnrisr as Lorp, he will certainly appear like him- 
ſelf in ſubduing them, and make thole that believe 
in him ſhine ar laſt in a final victory and conqueſt 
over them. The malice of the devil and his agents, 
and the malignity of fin, can no more hinder 
what is to be done, than they could hinder what 
hath been already done for our ſalvation. Where 
this great Lo RD has made a willing people in the 
day of his power, and hath flain their natural en- 
mity, only let them keep to him as Lo RD, and 
he will cure the remaining diſorders of the ſoul, and 
remove all its imperfections at laſt, ſo as that it ſhall 
appear before Gop without ſpot or blemiſh. In this 
ſuch are encouraged to be confident, that * he who 
hath begun a good'work in them, will perform it until the 
day of CarisT. | „ 

From hence it follows, that all thoſe deſigns and 
intereſts, which are oppoſite to the ruling and ſaving 
deſigns of CuHRisr in the world, ſhall ſooner or later 
fink and be overthrown, | 


To conclude let us. therefore do homage to the 
Son, leſt he be angry and we periſh; let us commir 
our ſouls and our affairs into his hands, and depend 
upon it that he is conſtantly diſpoſing and ruling all 
things, though we ſce him not; and let us patiently 
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where all that concerns us ſhall be 


(26 ) 

wait for him, not ſuffering our angry or voluptuous paſ- 
fions to prevail (as theirs are deſctibed'in-24 Matthbw) 
becauſe the Lorp delays bis coming: But let us ended< 
vour at all times to be in ſuch a temper of mind, and 
in ſuch a courſe and manner of life, as we ſhall wiſh 
to be in at the appeararice of our Lord ; ſo ſhall we 
enter with him into that happy ſtate and world, 
perfected, and 
where nothing ſhall ever come to diſturb the peace of 


his everlaſting Empire. | 
Would u Go this might be the happineſs of 
all of as. | | ae 1 
| 
we 
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SERMON II. 
The Lordſhip of CHrIST conſidered, as 


it was acquired by bis dying, riſing 
again, and reyiving. 
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ROM. xiv, 9. 


For to this end Cuxis r both died, and roſe, and 
re vi ved, that he might be Lo RD both of the 
Dead and Living. | 


EIAVING already explain'd theſe words, 
and ſhewn what we are to believe and 
know concerning the Lordſhip of Curisr 
in general; and having alſo enquired in 
WP»what reſpects he is ſaid to be Logp both 
of the dead and living; Inow procced, 


III. To conſider how this Lordſhip was obtain'd. 


Cuxisr both died, and roſe, and revived, THAT he might 
be LogD. 
D 2 In 
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In the foregoing Sermon it was ſhewn, that there 
are two forts of dominion belonging to CHñRISTr: The 
one, inherent in him as the only Son of Gop, on which 
account he muſt needs be Heir of all things; the other, 
acquired by virtue of his mediatorial undertaking, and 
conferred upon his human nature. This acquired, im- 
parted Lordſhip, which belongs to the human nature 
of Cuyisr, is exprefſly declared to be the fruit of his 
ſufferings; and tis granted more fully upon his reſur- 
rection; and *tis perfected, by that Life, to which he is 
advanced in the heavens. Theſe three things it wall 
be proper to take into our conſideration diſtinctly. 


1. To this end Cnrisr died. His kingdom was 


founded not as the kingdoms of this earth generally 


are, by ſhedding the blood of others, but by bleeding 


. and dying himſelf. This he did 


(I.) That he might merit his Lordſhip before he en- 
tered upon it. By vindicating the rights of the divine 
government, and the honour of Gop's law, he pro- 
cured that government to be committed to him, and 
all the rights of the eternal Lawgiver were truſted in 
his hand. He did ſo much for the glory of Gop, and 
the advancement of his name, that he merited to him- 


ſelf a name above every name, and a glory above all cre- 


ated beings. * WorTHY is the Lamb that was ſlain (be- 
cauſe ſlain, therefore worthy) to receive power, and riches, 
and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, and 
bleſſing. What an accumulation of honours and ad- 
yancements do theſe words repreſent CHRisr purcha- 
ſing, by his becoming obedient unto death ? He paid 
the greateſt price, and atchieved the moſt great and 
wonderful rhings, that he might purchaſe the greateſt 
reward which could poſſibly be conferr'd on the hu- 
man nature; that is, to be Lord of all. Th rug 
* (2.) To this end CHRIST died, that be might deſtroy 
the uſurpation of the devil, and that in which his 
ſtrength and dominion lay, /in and falſbood. The Prince 
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of this world muſt be caſt out, and his works deſtroys 
ed, that the kingdom of a Redeemer might take place, 
and be ſet up amongſt men. Thus by dying CHRIST 
overcame the malice, and defeated all the ſubtilty of 
apoſtate ſpirits. In St. Paul's ſtrong and beautiful lan- 
guage, * be ſpoiled principalities and powers, and made 
a ſbew of them openly, * over them in the croſs. 
In another place tis ſaid, F CHRIS foot part with thoſe 
who are parta ters of fleſh and blood, that through death 
he might deftroy him that had the power of death, that 
is the devil. | 

By this means CHRIS deſtroyed {in as well as death. 
The old man being crucified with him, as well as the firſt 
parent and author of ſin vanquiſhed, and the hand 
writing againſt. us was nailed to the croſs. On this ac» 
count CHRIST is advanced to the throne, that he 
might reſume the divine authority over man, which 
was weaken'd and interrupted by the entrance of fin 
into the world; having made the atonement, he is 
therefore advanc'd that he may take away all 2 
In ſuch a connection as this, the Apoſtle mentions the 
death and dominion of CHRIST: + hen be had by himſelf 
purged our ſins, he ſat down on the right hand of the 
Majeſty on high. To this end ChRisr died, that he 
might conquer him who enſlaved our race, that with 
him he might deſtroy both the reigning and the ruin- 
ing power of fin, and that he might bring back apo- 
ſtare creatures to their firſt Soyereign and their firſt obe- 
dience. 
63.) Cnmisr died in order to his being Loxp, that 
he might the more ſucceſsfully gain ſubjefts to himſelf. 
The falvation of ſinners is the principal deſign, next 
to the glory of Gop, for erecting a mediatorial king- 
dom. To promote this deſign, and bring men volun- 
tarily into it that they might be ſaved, CuRIis r pleads 
and ſolicits, not only with tears but with blood. How 
<p" an muſt this draw the hearts of men to a 
edeemer, when they conſider the ſufferings and tor- 
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ments he endured for their ſakes, by which he proved 


himſelf the greateſt lover of ſouls, and the greateſt be- 
_ ry — — 3 was ? This makes his ſub- 
jects yield themſelves to him upon a principle of love; 
and under ſo powerful a — 2 — refuſe 
any thing this Log. calls them to. Hereupan they 
become hearty and reſolved, in their ſubjection and obe- 
Gience to a Sovereign, who has thus endeared himſelf 
to them. All nations and people to whom the Goſ- 
pel is ſent, ſhall either be won over by the croſs of 
CRlsr to make him their Saviour, or fland condemn- 
ed as oreatures not to be gain'd and wrought upon. 
Our Saviour himſelf ſays, {peaking of his crucifixion, 
* , if 1 be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
«no ove. All men ſhall be drawn either to yield a 
voluntary ſubjection to him who was ſacrificed for 
them, or to take that .condemnation which belongs 
to ſuch as reject the laſt and moſt effectual remedy. 
(A.) ChRIST died, that every part of his dominion 
and power might after this be exerciſed with the greateſt 
propriety. To inſtance in the principal branches of his 
dominion : One part of it lies in the power of forgiv- 
ing fins, for the Son of man bad power when on earth 
to forgive fins. How exactly right and becoming a 
thing is it, for him to proclaim and diſpenſe pardon 
for ſin, who undertook to make ſatisfaction for it, and 
to deſtroy its rule and government? He that died for 
ſin and was delivered for our offences, moſt properly 
pronounces the comforting ſentence, thy fins are for- 
given. Another part of the dominion of CHRIS, 
is the alteration of the law, and rule of life and judg- 
ment. In this he acts with the greateſt propriety ima- 
ginable, when we look to him as firſt anſwering rhe 
demands of a violated law, and thereupon ſettling the 
terms of acceptance and obedience; upon a new and 
better foot; and thus appointing a new rule for the 
final judgment. T his judgment: being committed 


Lan — 
— 


John xii, 32, 33. 


to .; 


(3r ) 
to Cntr is another branch of his: dominion. And 
nothing can appear more fit and becoming, than for 
him to fit in judgment upon men, after he has ſuf» 
feted graciouſly for them, but moſt anrighteouſly from 
them; and ro paſs ſentence upon finners as he appears 
in their own nature, with all the marks of what he 
went through for their ſakes. * The Father. hath giv- 
en him anthurity to execute fadgmem, BECAUSE be is the 
Son of man. On this account he is peculiarly ſuited 
to it; and fitted for it, as well as meritorious of it. 

Thus much may ferve for explication of the farſt 
thing here mentioned, by which CALs acquired his 


The net thing to be enla don in our Text is, 
that to this 3 ny ag: yet ia from 
the dead was abſolutely neceſſary to his actual governing 
in our nirare. So that the word roſe | 4vi5y | is not to 
be parted with in the reading of this verſe, though Dr. 
Mills tells us, it is wanting in ſome copies. Ef:ns 
alſo thinks it was Written in che margin only at 
firſt, to explain rhe next word | dviCycey, ] and was af- 
terward tranſcribed into the Text. He thinks it moſt 
hkely, that rhe words afed in the former part of the 
verſe, were fach as to anſwer to thofe in rhe latter part 
of the verfe, and no more: He therefore reads them 
thus; to this end CHRIS H both died and lived a- 
gain, that be might be Lord of the dead and living. 
But fo numerous are the copies that have it according 
to our tramnſlation, and every word here uſed appears 
to be of ſuch weight and importance, that we may 
vety well inſiſt upon each of them diſtinctly; I ſhall 
therefore enlarge a little on this head of CARIST's Ro- 
furroction. | 1 | 

(1.) He roſe that he might claim for the body, 
that dominion which he had purchafed by bearing our 
in in his body on the tree. As the laſt prayer 

Ce ʃ—— — 
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of CuRisr, in the 17" of John, is accounted a pat- 
tern of his continual interceſſion; ſo the words pro- 
| nounced there before his death, may ſpeak his 
claim after he roſe from the dead: Addreſſing to the 
Father, he ſays, I have glorified thee on earth , I have 
finiſhed the work which thou gaveſt me to do, and now, 
O Father, glorify me with thine own ſelf, &c. And that 
he might farther be glorified as a King, he prays the 
Father to keep all that ſhould be ſubjects of his king- 
dom while in the world, and to grant them to be with 
Sim ar laſt to behold his glory. In this he claims the 
lorification of his body, as well as his ſoul; and there- 
ore it is that our vile bodies are ſaid to be made like 
bis glorious body, when this interceſſory prayer ſhall be 
fully anſwered. He roſe that he might receive the in- 
veſtiture into his office in that ſame body which ſuffer- 
ed and died. 8 „ 2979 
( 2.) Cuxisr roſe, that he might renew and animate 
bis ſubjects by a lively hope, and ſo might become Loxp 
of new creatures. Hence it is that we are ſaid “ hy the 
reſurrection of CHRIST from the dead, to be begotten a- 
ain unto a lively hope, to an inheritance incorruptible 
and undefiled. CunRisT roſe, that he might miniſter 


{ ſuch a hope to men, as was not before known, for 


the life and the power of it. Tis a hope that truly 


i }- lives in Chriſtians, and gives life to them, and renders 


them warm and vigorous in duties and difficulties for 
CnxrisT's ſake, and ardent in their expectation of ri- 
fing from the dead as ChRISsT did. By our Lonp's 
reſurrection we are drawn out of a dead and hopeleſs, 
an inſenſible or miſerable ſtate, into a lively, hopeful, 
obedient, active and comfortable ſtate; being raiſed 
while on earth to newneſs of life, and having this ſure 
pledge and earneſt of cur being raiſed at laſt to a new 
and — world. 

3 .) Cnxisr roſe that he might give full ſecurity to 
his ſubjects, for the performing every thing that concerned 
them. This is particularly mentioned as the main ſe- 
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curity for our being deliver'd from condemnation. 
* ho is be that condemneth? It is CHRIST that died; 
yea rather, that is riſen again. ChRISTH has born the 
condemning ſentence in his death, that we may be freed 
from it; and he is riſen again to ſecure our deliverance, 
by taking the power of acquitting and condemning whols 
ly into his own hands. Tis alſo upon ChRIST's ris 
= again, that the Apoſtle founds the certainty of a 
future judgment- day. Go hath appointed a day, 
in which he will judge the world, by that man whom be 
bath ordained, whereof he hath given aſſurance, in that 
be bath raiſed him from the dead. 

(4.) CarisT roſe, that he might be the firſt-horn 
from the dead, and ſo in this, as well as all other reſpects, 
+. might have the preeminence. This was requiſite to 
his being Loxp and chief of the new raiſed world. 
He muſt be the beginning, the firſt that roſe from the 
grave to a glorious immortality, that he might have 
the precedence in point of order, or in the time of 
his reſurrection; and that he might ſhew his ſuperio- 
rity in point of power, being the original and cauſe of 
all others riſing from the dead. In this he is exalted 
above all rulers and potentates; therefore we find his 
being ſtiled Prince of the kings of the earth, is imme- 
diately connected with his being + zbe firſt-begotten of 
the dead. He hath as much authority over, kings, as 
over any thing elſe that is to be diſpoſed of and raiſed 
by him. In theſe reſpects Curisr roſe that he might 
be Lorp. | 


The third thing mentioned in our Text is, the reviv- 
ing of CyrIsr. To this end of becoming Logp, he 
not only died and roſe, but 'tis added he revived. This 
word is wanting in one or two copies, but is more ge- 
nerally inſerted than the word foregoing. Only one 
thing muſt be obſerved, which will appear much to 
advantage in the reading of this place, that a. very 
great number of copies uſe the imple verb, that ſigni- 
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fies only to live; not the compound, which ſignifies to 
revive or live again. As it ſtands in the compound it 
ſeems as if the ſame thing was put into two words, 
roſe and revived : But when we read it the other way, 
there is a very plain and inſtructive difference in the uſe 
of theſe two expreſſions, CHRIS both died, and roſe, 
and hath lived, or continues zo live, that he might be 
Lonp of the dead and living. We may alſo explain 
the word uſed in our tranſlation, fo as that it ſhall a- 


mount to the very ſame ſenſe. CurrsT died, roſe 


and revived never to die more, that he might be Lond 
of the dead and living. And whatever be the firſt and 
beſt reading of this particular Text, the explication 
thus given well accords with other parts of Scripture, 
which ſpeak of thedignity and government of CHRIST. 
He himſelf declares elſewhere that the ſovereign ad- 
miniſtration is put into his hand, on account not of 
his reſurrection only, but of his having a life that 


ſhall abide for ever. * am he that liveth, and was 


dead, and behold I am alive for evermore, Amen, 
have the keys of hell and of death. *Tis therefore very 
fit we ſhould enlarge a little on this, as we have alrea- 
dy done on the death of CHRIST, and his reſurrection. 
(1.) Carisr revived fo as never to die more, that 
he might aſcend to the regions of immortality, and the 
chief ſeat of government. There is the centre of power 
and perfection, of wiſdom and counſel, and from thence 
all orders are iſſued out to the ſeveral parts of the uni- 
verſe. He therefore whoſe kingdom is over all, muſt 
be raiſed to ſuch a life, as ſhall render him fit for thoſe 
pure regions; and fit to ſhine and preſide amongſt the 
glorious ſpirits there, who go forth into all parts of 
the world to execute the divine will. And fince all 
the Angels of Gop were to be made miniſters of the 
Redeemer's kingdom, where ſhould he place his 
throne, but amongſt thoſe noble and exalted beings, 
who would be ſure to pay the higheſt reſpect to him, 


Rev. i. 18, 


and 
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and chearfully wing their way wherever he ſhauld ſend 
them? Tis fir that ſuch a king ſhould live where he 
may beſt ſurvey all his dominions, and belt order eve- 
ry thing that relates to them. Therefore he is ſaid to 
have placed his throne in the heavens, and to be ſat dow 
on the right hand of the Majeſty on high. bp 
( 2.) Cnnisr revived fo as never to die more, that 
he might become à vital head to his kingdom. That he 
might be to all his ſubjects a head of gracious influ- 
ence, as well as powerful command. The kingdom 
of Cnnisr as Mediator, is the kingdom of a Prophet 
and a Priaſt, and he muſt therefore continue to live, 
that he may give continual evidence and force to his 
inſtrutions, as a Prophet; and that he may render his 
intercefions and all his prieſtly acts the more effectual. 
He muſt live fo as to be able to give life, and to che: 
riſh it, and to reſtore it; ſo as to diffuſe all kinds of 
life to all his ſubjects: For it is becauſe be lives, that 
they ſhall live alfo. Whatever CHRIST is and hath, is 
lodged in him as a publick ſtore and treafury, and it 
is moſt readily and effectually communicated by him. 
_ (4) CurisT muſt revive ſo as never to die more 
becauſe never dying ſouls, and never dying concerns — 
to h his chief care. CHRIS did not come to take u 
on him the management of our mortal and worldly 
affairs; theſe he leaves to be ſupervis'd, directed, and 
controll'd by the laws and governments amongſt men: 
But he came to reſcue ſouls from their affection to 
earthly things, and from their anxious care about them, 
and to ſet. life and immortality in a clear light before 
them, and fo to make every thing give way to their 
eternal intereſts. He muſt therefore revive and live in 
ſuch a place and manner, that it might be an induces 
ment 0 ſeek thote things which are above, when we 
conſider that CRRIST is there at the right hand of 
Gop. He refides in that court where our moſt im- 
portant concerns lie, and is preparing and making all 
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ready for our appearance there, and for our final recep- 
tion into everlaſting habitations. That leads me to 
add once more, 

(A.) CuxRisr revived and lives for ever, that ſince 
bis ſutjefts muſt change worlds, they may find their LorD 
where their laſt and longeſt abode is to be. Had he lived 
on this earth and revived only to be enthroned here, 
the greateſt and beſt of his ſubjects had wanted his 
preſence; and then it would have been a dreadful thing 
indeed to die, becauſe it would be to leave CHRIST: 
But now to die, is to go to CHRIST, and to that place 
where he lives on purpoſe that he may receive his 
faithful followers throughout all generations. CHRIST 
did not revive ſo as to fix his throne and reſidence in 
this paſſage ſtate, for that would have looked as if he 
were Lok of paſſengers only: But he revives and 


lives where the continual and eternal abode of his ſer- 


vants mult be. | | 

. Theſe things may very properly be conſidered, as 
belonging to this expreſſion, that CHRIs x revived and 
lives where he now does, and as he now does, to this 


our Text mentions, that he might become Lorp 
th of the dead and living. | | 


Take a view of all the particulars under theſe three 
words ¶ died, and roſe, and revived] as they may be 
put together, and they ſtand thus. CHRIS died to 
merit his Lordſhip, and roſe to claim it, and revived 
ſo as continually to enjoy and execute it. He died to 
deſtroy him that had the power of death, he roſe to 
enliven and quicken thoſe who were in a ſtate of 
death, and he lives for ever to be a continual head of 
life and gracious influence. He died to win the hearts 
of his ſubje&s, he roſe to ſecure his engagements and 
promiſes to them, and he lives for ever that he may 
take their everlaſting concernments into his own 
hands. He died that every part of his dominion might 
be exerciſed afterward with the greateſt propriety, he 
roſe that in this as well as all other things he might 
have the preeminence, and he lives for ever in the 
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regions of immortality, that he may ather all his 
ſubjects to him as they depart out of this world, and 


that he and they may then have their everlaſting a- 
bode together. | | 


Having thus diſtin&ly accounted for each particular 
ſtep here mentioned in CHRIS T's acquiring and obs 


taining his mediatorial kingdom, the leſs of our time} 
will be taken up in ſpeaking to the laſt general head. 


Which is 


IV. To mention ſome Reaſons for a Lordſhip's be- 
ing thus founded and conſtituted. In making this 4 
head of diſcourſe by itſelf, after the particular expli- 
cition of the things foregoing, it was my intention 


to add ſuch general reaſons, as ſhall have a view to 


the death and reſurrection and the preſent life of 
CHarisrT in the heayens, taking them all toge=' 


ther. 5 


Here I find ſeveral things inſiſted on, in our Bong 


of Divinity, to account for this, viz. Gon conſtituted 
ſuch a kingdom that he might govern us in a way ac» 
commodated to the preſent degenerate ſtate of our 
nature. — 'That the ſpreading and contagion of 
3 might the more e Kctualiy be cured and pre- 
vented. 


powerfully encouraged. That we might have 
the fuller aſſurance of our future reward. 


Gop may be' glorified, and mercy itſelf juſtified in the 


final rejection and condemnation of obſtinately rebel- 


And that heaven 
may eternally be filled with joy and ſongs of praiſe, on | 


lious and impenitent ſinners. 


account of this wonderful contrivance and conſtitution 


of things. Burt the reaſons I ſhall now chooſe to 


inſiſt upon, are theſe that follow. 


j „ „„ on) 


1. It was before ordained, that the Meſſiah's King- ö 
dam. and Lordſhip ſhould be ſettled as our Text de- 
ſeribes. Hence it was that our Loxp after his reſur- 


© rection, 


That our obedience might be more 


That 
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| retion, beginning at $ Moſes and all the Prophets, and 
| expounding the things conceruing bimſelf in all the Scrip- 
ture, proved clearly that CHRIST ought to ſuffer and 
10 enter into his glory. He ſet this conſtitution of 
things in ſuch a light, as to make the hearts of thoſe 
0 he .!poke to, burn within them. The ſuffering of 
nir was proved neceſſary to his glory, and that 
Wat ozght to be in ſuch a manner the Son of man 
mould gain his throne. Not that it was naturally ne- 
ceſſary; nor yet neceſſary through violence, as if it 
were unavoidable by reaſon of the furious oppoſition 
made to Curisr ; but it was neceſſary by the divine 
& ordination and appointment *. It was foreordained 
and ſettled from the beginning, that the Redeemer of 
men ſhould ſuffer before he ſhould aſcend to glory. In 
the language of one prophecy, | He muſt drink of the 
E brook in the way (i. e. bow down to afflictions and death) 
= therefore ſhall be lift up the head. In the language of 
another prophecy, he was + to have a portion divided 
dib the great, and to divide the | ſpoil with the ſtrang, 
becauſe he paured out bis ſoul unto death. The Prophet 
0 — el in one place ſays, that Meſſiah the Prince ſhould 
be cut off : In another place he ſays, that he /aw in 
| 43/0us, one lite the San of wan come to the ancient of 
| days, aud they brought him near before him. * And there 
| 2p45. given him dominion, and glory, aud a kingdom, that 
| all people, nations and languages ſhould ſerve bins. With 
an eye to theſe and ſuch like places, the Apoſtle de- 
fries our bleſſed Saviour as 4 — himſelf aud 
| becoming obedieut unto death, even the death of the croſs, 
|| whercfore Gop highly exalted him. oil 


| 2. Another reaſon for 1 up ſuch a kingdom, is 
I! this, hat it might he evtirely diſtinct from the kingdows 
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of this world. There is nothing more plainly ſpoken 
in Scripture than that of our Saviour, * My kingdom 
is not of this world. The dominion of Cyrisr was 
never intended to difturb and embarraſs affairs of ſtare; 
or to break in upon the rights of princes, or to diſ- 
ſolve thoſe forms of government which were eſtablitis 
ed and agreed to amongſt men. But it was deſigned 
ro gather out of all kingdoms and all nations, a nuns 
ber of penitent, believing and faithful ſouls, that 
ſhould make it their main buſineſs to ſeek for glory 
and immortality. In thus doing, they ate required to 
lead quiet and peaceable lives in all godlineſs and ho- 
neſty; and to take their lot, whatever it may be, in 
yielding themſelves to Carisr and obeying his Goſ- 
pel, till they ſhall receive the recompenſe and crowi 
of Life in another world. So that the rulers of this 
earth, have no manner of reaſon to take umbrage, from 
the ſettin * the Lordſhip of CHRIST. 

The 80 pel kingdom is evidently contrived ſo 
(were this matter but thoroughly ſtudied) as ro pre- 
vent mens mingling and confounding their temporal 
intereſts with their eternal concernments z to prevent 
their naming the kingdom of Cnrrsr, when they Þ 
mean a kingdom that 1s of and for this world; and to | 
prevent any other methods being uſed to make ſub- 
jets of Curisr, or to keep them in their ſubjection 
ro him, but the 2 of dying love taken from his 
croſs, and a lively hope taken from his reſurrection, with 
all the gracious and glorious conſequences of his ſuf- 
fering and reviving. 

o _— is it, that this plain reafon of the 
Redecmer's kingdom being formed and conftitured a8 
before deſcribed, ſhould be ſo little underſtood by the 
generality of Chriſtians? Or what is worſe, if it be 
underſtood, that it ſhould be difregarded and fer afide 
as it is in the moſt flagrant inſtances. | 


* 


* — 


John xviii. 36. 
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$ 3. The kin; dom of Cunxisr as Mediator was found- 
ed and eſtabliſhed in this manner, that it might be a 
more extenſive and univerſal bleſſin | 


| 


Itxsus having paſſed through ki ſtates (i. e. dwelling 


with men here on earth, being a ſojourner among the 
ad, and then being raiſed to life again) he has an ex- 
perimental knowledge of them all. He knows how. 
to ſuit his adminiſtration, and to extend proper bleſ- 


| {ings to each of them. 


_ Had the throne of a Redeemer been ſet up on this 


| fide the grave, thoſe in it would have lain hopeleſs 


priſoners, and thoſe on the other fide of it would have 


[| wanted many bleſſings which they now enjoy in the 
{ bliſsful preſence of their and our L. 

the other hand, are no loſers by his going to them, 
and dwelling in the regions of immortality. We have 
not indeed the bodily * of CHRIST H; and we 
might not have enjoye 

this earth: For if he had fixed the ſeat of his empire, 


ORD. But we, on 


it though he had been upon 


Where he ſpent his life, in Judea or at Feruſalem, ſtill 


rr . e rr OT. 


he would be abſent from us. Or if he ſnould be pre- 
ſent in this kingdom, he muſt then be abſent from 
others. Whereas matters are now ordered fo, that he 
is impartially diffuſing his gifts and graces to all 2 
of his dominion; and by ſending. his Spirit to dwell 
with men, he is equally preſent in all places where he 
has a Church and people. With an eye to this he 
told his Diſciples, it was expedient for them he ſhould 
go away. 1 

The Holy Ghoſt was not to be given, till Ixsus 
was glorified; but then he promiſes the Spirit ſhould 
be ſent unto them. This infinite Spirit is not confin- 
ed, as the body of Carisr muſt needs be, to one 
City, or one Church, or one Kingdom at a time; but 
be can be with all the congregations of them that call 
upon the name of the Lonp Jxsus, and in all the 
hearts of them that love and fear him, throughout the 
whole world at once. * a 


8 0 


= £ 
go that there was manifeſtly this reaſon for Cutisr's 
taking the ſteps he did, viz. that his dominion in bis 
mediatorial capacity might be a more extenſive bleſ- 
ſing; 2 4 

4. A farther reaſon for this was, to 14y the ſubjettt 
of this kingdom under all manner of ties and obligations 


10 honour and obey their Lok. They are his by the 
right of creation, and by the right of maintenance and 
preſervation; on this account they owe him all ho- 
mage and ſubje&ion : But then becauſe all creatures 
are thus far oblig'd' to him, he becomes Lord of the 
children of men in à peculiar ſenſe; ſo as to lay them 
under greater obligations than any of thoſe creatures 
which are only made and . preſerved by him. © Be- 
& fides his original tight of creation (ſays Biſhop 
« Pearſon) and his continued right of preſervation; 
4 we. ſhall find a more peculiar right of redemption, | 
&« belonging: properly to the ſons of men. And in 
te this redemption, though a ſingle word; we ſhall |} 
& find a double title to a moſt juſt dominion, one of 
& conqueſt, another of purchaſe.” That writer has an 
admirable note for explication of both theſe, accord- 
ing to the Roman cuſtom and the civil law. But I 
muſt not ſtay upon this head, only to obſerve, that 
the conqueſt being obtained and the purchaſe made, 
in ſuch a manner as that we have been explaining, out 
obligation to obedience is hereby carried higher than 
ever any conqueſt or purchaſe in the world could pretend 
to. We that are bought with ſo invaluable a price as the 
blood of our Lox D himſelf, muſt own that his claim 
to our obedience is infinitely beyond all others. Un- 
der a ſenſe of this he obliges all bis ſubjects by compact 
and agreement, to acknowledge his dominion; and he 
covenants with them to rule and fave them according 
— —3 wile and gracious mealures laid down in the 
ſpel. 

And yet farther, it. was propoſed, when he revived 
and aſcended to the right hand of Gop, that he 
F would 


would give a crown and throne (as he himſelf is crown- 
ed and enthroned) to thoſe that follow him in his 
temptations here on earth, and keep faithful to him 
unto death: So that he offers ten thouſand times more 
to engage our obedience, than any tempter can offer 
to draw us to diſobedience. He hath thus made our 
obligations to him, as numerous, and ſtrong, and great, 
as poſſible; the ties of compact, and promotion, being ad- 
| ded to all the other ties and obligations. | 


From hence we may now paſs on to the ayprica- 
TION. In which I ſhall be ſhorter at preſent, becauſe 
there was ſo large an application made of what was 
ſaid concerning the Lordſhip and Kingdom of CHRIST 
in the former diſcourſe. | 


1. From what we have now been upon, it may cer- 
tainly be concluded, and ſhould ſtedfaſtly be main- 
tained againſt all oppoſers, that a kingdom thus raiſed 
and ſettled muſt be indeed the kingdom of Gop. 

It is quite the reverſe of all human policy, by dy- 
ing and ſuffering in the moſt ſhameful manner, to 
think of erecting a kingdom. This made the Jews 
look upon the Croſs of CnrisT as a ſumbling- block, 
and the Greeks accounted it fooliſhneſs; but in reality 
it was, and by the event it * appears to be, the 
wiſdom of Gop and the power of Gop. By this means 
CHrisrT became Lomp, not of a particular nation and 
people only; (as the Jews would have had their Meſ- 
fiah to render them great and glorious, though he had 


| "cruſhed all the reſt of the world ; but he becomes an 


univerſal bleſſing, and is made Lorp of all, which. 
ſhews that this dominion is indeed from him whoſe all 
things are. 
- Again, let it be conſidered, that though kings may 
ſubdue men and kingdoms, yet they can't conquer ſn. 
After their greateſt triumphs, they are led captive by one 
or other iniquity and corrupt affection, and they rule 
generally by the vices and paſſions of others. Bur 
Cnntsr 
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CnrisrT has ſet up a kingdom, by firſt taking away and 

ſubduing ſin; and by gradually freeing his ſubjects from 
it, and making them holy; therefore he is called the 
King of Saints. A farther notable proof, this, of his 
kingdom being the kingdom of Gop. Which 
is yet farther evinced by his reſurrection from the 
dead, and by the advancement and ſpreading of his 
dominion in the world ever ſince his reviving. ' Mere 
ſucceſs 1 know is no argument of a cauſe being from 
Gop, but ſucce/5 in ſuch a way as that of the Goſpel, 
certainly proves it is of Gop. 1 
For a kingdom to be ſet up in the hearts of men, 
contrary to all the corruptions of nature, and in op- 
poſition to 3 boaſted refinements of nature too: 
Contrary to the force of common and prevailing evil 
cuſtoms and prejudices, and contrary to the moſt ve- 
nerable and powerful prejudices, thoſe of the ſeveral 
+ i religions in which men had been educated: Contrary | 

to I the idolized pleaſures, and honours, and profits, 
and enjoyments of this world ; and' reſtraining men 
and laying checks upon them even m the purſuir ofhings 
lawful to guard againſt ſuch as were unlawful, and all 
with an eye to diſtant things and a diſtant world: For 
a kingdom of ſuch a nature as this to be ſer up, by 

the moſt unlikely unpromiſing inſtruments, by a beak 
ful of mean and deſpiſed men, that went about de- 
firing to know nothing but CHRIS and him cruciſi- 
ed: For ſuch a kingdom to gain ground, in ſpire of | 
the greateſt oppoſirions that could be made by all the 
learning and wiſdom, the power.and authority of the 
world: For a kingdom, that was to conſiſt in rigbte- 
on, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, to pre- 
vail «nem all the falfifying arts and vices of men, and | 
againſt their rages and perſecutions, and againſt their 
ſenſualities, pomps and vanities : Such things as theſe 
certainly ſhew that a kingdom thus founded and ſpread, 
thus making its way from the croſs of Carisr, 'can 

be no other than the kingdom of Gon. 
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2. When we hear of theſe things, we ſoould Jong 
#0 know CunisT as dying, riſing, and reviving, a 


Should count all things (as St. Paul did) but Joſs for f 


'excellency of this knowledge. Theſe thing gs the Angels 
deſire jo look into, they ſtoop down, and pry narrowly, 
and wonder, and adore; and ſhould not we ſearch 
then, till our admiration and praiſes be raiſed allo ; 
N 0 tongue can tell the amazing tra apart 5 Siplays 
of wiſdom, and grace, and power, x ic - 


at 4 55 
inments 


and diligently ſearching mind diſcovers in _ 
and revival of the 2 .Curisr : 0. 


= Trifling and empty minds ma y deſpiſe chem z ſen- 
aland x gt Heres may {er them n them; 


ings of this nature; — the bare roset may . 


Fe himſelf in owning the truth — what is {aid of 


Cunls “s dominion, without being affected as he ought 

ith the importance of it. Bur he that conſiders the 
fa ufferings and exaltation of t the Lonp aright, | wall ar- 

dently deſire: to, & know him in of his reſur- 
765 and the fellowſhip of bis 77 9, Being made 
conformable unto his death, if by any means he may at- 
in to that ſtate of advancement. and bleſſed per- 


; ine 0 whe meh a cry, to ale vu 


3. We fr bleſs. Gop, 75 3 2. our 7 
a Fa ing 2 Fa 1 — . ande, . 12 
artily chooſe: o laage them there our ſelves. ey 
could not po oſſibly be hut 5 Wi {54-4 better hands, 
97 where there would be ſo muct 975 to us, CHRigr 


an loved, us 0 a8 10 die of our ſins, and having 
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declared the greateſt affection and concern for us after his 
eyival and adyancement to We can no where 
romiſe our ſelves ſuch ſafety and happinels as in com- 
5255 our ſpirits, with all that Concerns them, to this 
ORD 
Tf our de be Father and Owner has paſs'd us 
yer into the hands of a to be taught, and con= 
115 and inder Py im, UT: we oer ypop the 
{t intimation of this to to him, 08 take 
oke upon 5 any d engage « he his faithful * * 
x as ie live. Whep Ga gives the rule to his 
For, 0 one would expect that no creature chow refuſe 
T9 obe 8 to "ee tow for his Logp. Whatever 
oth t 51 C hocſe to put our All n into the hands 
ny to whom the f 'arher has committed all 


t th ought withal to conſider i that if "ne | 
1 5 . Pugh t hoe mol al f take him 
upon a ET being xeady x Sen Our: — and in 
every th eke ho c equine by fo ſer 1 2 him, Fake we 


expect iritual fe- 
lony to ſaatel? K 85 bel wiege and 4&0 el hopes, 


without, ling to them as CHRIST did to | is == 
| Appg an glory, 
t us alſo Ty that to compliment Cunur 
wi the title of HPO d to make a proſeſſion of 
giving. up all t ill gor cy us, ps we do 
4 gfe 7 Is vi "ra dr Age? 9 8 far. # are un- 
der the Ie 1 Cheer 4nd our. Saviour hinkal 4 
ſureth A Noi every one, that ſaith. unto me, Lord, 
Lord, ſhall entzr into ite 12 Nom e but he that 
e If, 2 Forage why 48 heaven. Yet 
| 15 as * Galger th A s. yoke it 
* (1 and compared with other. yokes 
N burdens, A confi Ws comer the grace now affords | 
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4 We ſhould fear above all things, @ not anſwering 


be obligations we are under to obey this Loxd.. The 
obligations that ariſe from the death of Curisr, and 
his riſing again, and from his now living to tranſact 
10th us and for us, are exceeding great; and if they are 
"conſidered thoroughly as they have been ſtated, they 
muſt excite a very awful and laſting concern in u 
not to break through, or at any time neglect claims and 
ties that are ſo weighty and unparallel'd. This will 
teach us to watch againſt all converſation and manage- 
ment, that looks like a ſetting up for independency ; as 
if we could ſecure a re to our ſelves, or might 
make our own will and inclination a law to our ſelves, 
without conſulting or duly referring to this Lomp. 
'This will likewiſe make us abhor all trifling with the 
honour and intereſts of our Lord ; and will make us 
dread above all things apoſtatizing fram him, and be- 
ing caſt out of his kingdom at laſt: Of how much ſorer 
| puniſhment ſhall ſuch be thought worthy, than thoſe who 
are never brought under their obligations? 


7. We ſhould ſte to it that our obedience to other 
powers be ſuch as becomes the ſubjefts of the Lo RD 
*Cnrisr. This will regulate our ſubmiſſion to the ci- 
vil power, and to magiſtrates: Teaching us to conſider 
{ what this Loxp of Lords indiſpenſibly requires of us, 
and ſo to give unto Gop the things that are God's: And 
at the ſame time, what is due to thoſe human govern- 
- ments, that are providentially ordained for the ma- 
nagement of all our has 5 concerns, and ſo to give 
uno Cæſar the things that are Cæſar's. In matters 
of conſcience none can be LorpD, but he who is 
able to give law to our thoughts and hearts, and who 
is able to judge our ſpirits. But as to our out- 
ward actions, ing enjoyments, we muſt ſubmit to the 
s magiſtrate and the laws of our country, in what they 
require of us for the de good, and without in- 

vading the province of Cuxis r. And we muſt be = 


A 
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jedi to them for conſcience ſake, and obey them in the 


on; in all referring our ſelves to him who is ſu- 
ream ſovereign, and improving every thing ſo as may 
beſt carry on his ſaving deſigns in our own or others 


ſouls. 


By this alſo we are to regulate our ſubjection to all 
eccleſiaſtical power. I ſhall ſay nothing of the power 


of national Churches, commonly ſo called; becauſe as 


national they have no power but what is civil. Let 
me only obſerve here, that great regards are — 
due to Chriſtian ſocieties, and their reſpective mini- 
ſters, when they keep to the orders and inſtitutions 
of the Lord ChRIsT : But not when they make 
things neceſſary, which the wiſdom of CHRIST has 
ſeen fit to leave indifferent; and require terms of com- 
munion which CHRIST has not required; and then 
fall into parties about theſe things, and would call men 
from the enlarged ſtate of Chriſtians, and the noble, 
uſeful and generous ſpirit of Chriſtianity, to enter into 
confinement, and to limit all friendſhips and kindneſſes 
to thoſe of one opinion or of one way. Juſt and pro- 
per thoughts on the extent of ChRIS's Lordſhip, and 
on the method of founding and eſtabliſhing it, would 
cure many of our diſorders, and promote a more uni- 
verſal good underſtanding amongſt Chriſtians. 


6thly, and laſtly, Let it be our ambition rather to be great 
in the kingdom of CHRIS, than to obtain any greatneſs or 
honours in the kingdoms of this world. Let us ſeek firſt 


the kingdom of CarisT and his righteouſneſs, and 


poſſibly other advantages and honours may be thrown 
in to us, at leaſt ro ſome amongſt us; and you may be 
made doubly bleſſings by this means, i. e. both to the 
world, and to the Church of Curisr. But thouph 
diſtinguiſhing favours as to this life ſhould be with- 
held, you will haye no reaſon to envy the great on 
_ if you become great in the kingdom of a Re- 
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For the day is haſting when all theſe kingdoms ſhall. 
be diſſolved, and the glory of them ſhall yaniſh into 
fire and ſmoke, and * the kings of the earth,” and the 
great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and 
the mighty men, and bond and free, ſhall fly to dens, and 
call to the mountains to fall on them, and hide them from 
the” face of him that ſitteth on the throne, and from the 
Wrath of the Lamb. Then to ſhine like the Sun in 
the kingdom of our Father, and'to be glorified with 
Canisr, will appear to All the moſt deſirable advance- 
ment. In the mean time we ought alſo to conſider 
that the kingdoms of this world are liable to continual 
revolutions and calamities of one kind or other. But 
in CHnrs r we have peace and reſt, and are taught for 
this reaſon to be of good courage, becauſe he has overs 
come the world. 


Now to this mighty Loxp, who was dead, but is 
alive and lives for evermore, be glory and do- 
minion throughout all ages. Amen. 

* Rev. vi. 15, 


A FINIS. 


